	Local Groups Launch major campaign to save Pubs in Aldershot
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The Aldershot Civic Society and Surrey Hampshire Borders (SHB) Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale are today launching a campaign to protect the rich heritage of pubs in Aldershot.

The British pub is a unique institution; although most other countries have alcohol outlets of some kind, none of them offer the combination of social drinking, tolerance, conviviality and atmosphere you find in the traditional pubs of this nation.
However the pubs in Aldershot are under serious threat.  In 1878 there were 88 pubs in the town whilst at the start of 2015, there are only 17 remaining.
Just last year the Beehive and Heroes of Lucknow closed their doors for the last time and the Garden Gate was in danger, but now pleasingly seeing a new lease of life under new owners.  However, the Garden Gate and other community pubs in the town such as the Imperial Standard, White Hart, Royal Staff and Red Lion, to name just four, need support both from the local community and local authorities to prosper and flourish.
The Alderhot Civic Society and CAMRA will also promote and highlight the important role pubs in the town play in providing life and vitality to the community. Both the Civic Society and CAMRA are members of the Localism Alliance, an initiative set up last year- who collectively represent over 200,000 individuals and nearly 10,000 grass-roots organisations across England.  By working together the two organisations will try to help the community embrace the powers available to them to protect local pubs as vital community assets.

They will ensure that pubs in the town are protect by the law as much as possible, with statutory listing, protection in the Rushmoor Local Plan and confirmation of Asset of Community Value status, so that if there are plans to sell a pub the local community has the opportunity to buy it.  Whilst we welcome recent planning decisions in Farnborough we have suggested and would welcome the council changing the local planning framework and adopting an economic viability test with some urgency now. Doing this would help protect valuable community resources,and the jobs they provide.
Justin Coll said “It is sad that pubs are not given a proper chance to prosper as the present planning laws offer no protection for them. They can become supermarkets without even needing to approach the council. Although a local pub can sustain a family with a reasonable income, they cannot match the money made by the sale to a supermarket or property developer, which is why they end up out of reach for a family wanting to start their own pub business – which to me is the sort of local pub you would want in your neighbourhood.”
Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer from Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA added.  “There are some great pubs in Aldershot serving some fantastic real ales.  The Queen Hotel in particular is now offering a great choice of beers, but the heart of the town is its community pubs such as the Garden Gate and the White Lion, they are the life-blood of the town.”
Justin Coll Chairman Aldershot Civic Society justin@aldershotcivicsociety.org.uk
07941 266274
Kevin Travers: Pubs Officer Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA pubsshb@camrasurrey.org.uk
0787 0411330
Note: the 17 pubs still trading in Aldershot are:

Alexandra

Crimea

Duke of York

Funky End

Garden Gate

George

Golden Lion

Imperial Standard

La Fontaine

Queen Hotel

Queen Victoria

Red Lion

Royal Staff

Trafalgar

Unicorn

White Hart

White Lion


