CAMRA, the Aldershot Civic Society and the Aldershot History Society are shocked that just 3 weeks into our campaign to support and protect the 17 remaining pubs in the town, that one of them has apparently closed, taking with it nearly 150 years of Aldershot history.
The Unicorn is one of the finest public house buildings surviving in Aldershot. The fine exterior is really the only reminder of the days when Grosvenor Road was one of the most fashionable residential streets in town. This is arguably the most impressive Victorian pub exterior in Aldershot.   Indeed in the past few days the campaign for Aldershot pubs had submitted a request that the building be given local listing status. 

However notwithstanding its historical importance the pub is currently a valuable asset to the local community, particularly for supporting live music.  It had become rare live music venue in Aldershot, which really supported local bands and live music.  The pub frequently hosted live entertainment, often several times a week,has been hosting jam session on Mondays and live entertainment most Friday and Saturday nights, In its last week it hosted excellent gigs by Fuzz Universe and Micky Kemp. .  As well as providing entertainment to the local community it also offers aspiring local musicians a real opportunity to gain wider exposure 
Because of this we have written to Rushmoor Borough Council requesting that they place an immediate Article 4 Direction on the pub.  This would mean that the Unicorn, and with it nearly 150 years of Aldershot history,  can't just be converted to a restaurant or shop, or even demolished without going through the full planning process.  It also shows the desperate need for the Council to adopt policies to protect pubs and whilst we are appreciative of the fact this now appears to be moving with the council, they have left it too long to put in a policy that may have helped the Unicorn despite spending two years talking about it.
We are optimistic that the Council will agree to making an Article 4 Declaration as the pub lies in Manor Park ward and you may be aware that in last council election the successful candidate declared one of his five priorities was "Opposing poor quality development. Resisting larger houses and pubs being converted into poor quality flats and bedsits" An Article 4 Direction is a powerful new weapon the council can deploy to assist in ensuring a happy ending for the Unicorn.  Article 4 declarations are increasingly being used by other councils in similar situations, as well as to prevent the likes of the closure of hotels and proliferation of houses of multiple occupation. We look to Rushmoor to follow the enlightened example of many other councils in this case as the current proposed changes to planning policies will come too late to assist the Unicorn.
(Editors note - the first known record for the Unicorn is as the Bank Tavern in 1866.)
