	Campaigners 'almost' have a pub crawl around  the East End of Alderhot
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As part of their ongoing campaign to promote and support the pubs of Aldershot, the Aldershot Civic Society, Surrey Hampshire Borders (SHB) Branch of CAMRA and the Aldershot History Society are organising a pub crawl around the east end of the town on Friday 13th March.  However this is a pub crawl with a difference, since although the Groups will be trying beers at several of the pubs, the majority of the pubs they will visit no longer serve beer, as they have been closed.
Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer of Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA said  “When we started our campaign were struck by how many pubs have gone, from a high of 88 pubs, there are now just 16 remaining in Aldershot.  So we want to highlight the wonderful heritage the town has lost but also celebrate what remains and how important it is to protect it; and what better way than going to drink in these pubs!”
The pub crawl will start at the Royal Staff at 6pm.  A traditional backstreet local which relies upon regulars and wet trade serving a good range of Fullers beers.  We will then pass the Wheelwright Arms (flats), the Volunteer Inn (offices of a fencing company), the Beehive (ceased trading last year) and the Cannon (flats), before arriving at the Crimea for 7pm, another community pub that hosts lots of events, including live music, pool and darts and a bouncy castle in the summer; and of course a couple of decent beers too.  Onward in search of more beer we shall then head for the Royal Military Hotel and Royal Exchange (both flats), the Airborne Inn (restaurant), the Railway Tavern (planning permission for flats) and then the Unicorn, which sadly closed just a fortnight ago.  Finally we will end our tour at the Queen Hotel at 8pm, a recent success story in Aldershot, having been refurbished and reopened by Wetherspoon last year.  They will be holding their first beer festival, so will at last be able to have a some more beers!

A well as the pub crawl, the pub campaigners are also putting the finishing touches to their response to the Rushmoor's consultation on introducing a new pub protection policy.

Justin Coll, Chairman of the Aldershot Civic Society said “We are delighted that the Council have responded  to our campaign positively by seeking to introduce greater protection to pubs in the town.  We fully support what they are trying to do, but also believe they must act now to protect pubs that are under threat.  This is why we have requested they list 3 pubs in the town; place an Article 4 direction on the Unicorn before it is lost forever and also make pubs on the town Assets of Community Value.  We also  urge people to look at the consultation and respond to the Council by 25th March.”

Kevin Travers: Pubs Officer Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA pubsshb@camrasurrey.org.uk 0787 0411330

Justin Coll Chairman Aldershot Civic Society justin@aldershotcivicsociety.org.uk
07941 266275

