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Those behind the campaign to protect our pubs in Aldershot are urging people in Rushmoor interested in the future of local pubs to respond to the Rushmoor consultation document by the deadline of 17.00 on 25th March. The introduction of a pubs protection policy would be a big step forwards towards ensuring the towns remaining pubs have the best chance of flourishing and that we will all have the opportunity to enjoy them in years to come.

The importance of showing those in political power locally that this is an issue people care about was highlighted just this week by the disappearance of the promise to block unsuitable residential conversions of pubs into housing from this week’s Manor Park Conservative Party leaflet. This is particularly disappointing as The Unicorn, the last Aldershot pub to close, was in Manor Park ward.

Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer of Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA said “Whilst we broadly welcome the Rushmoor consultation document the campaign will be suggesting areas where they can make improvements to the proposed policy. For example we believe recent examples in neighbouring council areas show the importance of having the value of the pub established by an independent RICS valuer.  The policy should also consider any heritage importance the site may hold and that the distance from another pub should not be taken directly into consideration, but that the availability of another pub by good public transport links should be considered in closure discussions. It is important the less mobile are not excluded from community facilities and the proposed 800 metre radius may not work for all in a hilly town.  We will also be recommending that pubs should be listed as places of local employment as every closed pub sees local people lose their jobs. In recent years too many have re-opened as flats, offering no employment opportunities.”

Justin Coll, from Aldershot Civic Society commented “We welcome the opportunity that Rushmoor have given the people to comment on the future of their pubs. We recognise that people may not agree with all of our comments and urge people to read the proposal and feedback any comments they may have.  We thank Rushmoor for offering the chance to influence their policy & urge people to take part in the process.”

Kevin Travers: Pubs Officer Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA pubsshb@camrasurrey.org.uk 0787 0411330

Justin Coll Chairman Aldershot Civic Society justin@aldershotcivicsociety.org.uk
07941 266275

Note for Editors:
Rushmoor Borough Council is consulting on a draft 'development affecting public houses' supplementary planning document (SPD). The draft document can be viewed on the Council Website at http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/publichousesspd.  Comments can be emailed to plan@rushmoor.gov.uk or send to the Planning Policy and Conservation team using the contact details on the webpage. The closing date for comments is 5pm on Wednesday 25 March


