	Campaigners welcome Pub Protection Policy

but it is all too

late for the Unicorn
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The Aldershot Civic Society, Surrey Hampshire Borders (SHB) Branch of CAMRA and the Aldershot History Society are stepping up their campaign to save and protect pubs in Aldershot in the light of Rushmoor Borough Council approving a pub protection policy for the town.  However, this comes at the same time as the campaigners learnt that the Unicorn is likely to be converted to offices and the Council are asking for a significant amount of detailed business information, before they will consider listing the Queen's Head in North Lane as an Asset of Community Value.
Last Wednesday, Rushmoor's Cabinet approved a policy which should make it more difficult for pubs to be converted to other uses, without developers being able to clearly demonstrate that the pub no longer has the potential to be viable.
Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer of Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA said  “We are really pleased with the new pub protection policy which we think can make a real difference, the Council is also suggesting to developers that they use the CAMRA Public House Viability Test to assess if a pub is viable or agree an alternative methodology with us, which is great.”
“However, at the same time their approach to pubs such as the Unicorn is undermining our attempts to save it.  We recently learnt that a request for prior approval to change the Unicorn from a pub to offices was submitted last month; unfortunately we have only just picked up on this and the Council didn't even let us know.  We asked the Council in March to put something called an Article 4 declaration on the pub, which would have ensured that a planning application would have had to have been submitted and there would have been an opportunity to consider and debate the merits of the proposal. However, Rushmoor refused to agree to this, so we are now facing the inevitable that the Unicorn will be lost for ever.  The developers themselves even acknowledge in their application that if the Unicorn was an Asset of Community Value, then they would have had to submit a full planing application.”
Justin Coll, Chairman of the Aldershot Civic Society added “The importance of getting a pub listed as an Asset of Community Value, cannot be over emphasised.  This is why we have formally asked the Council to list the Queens Head on North Lane and are also looking to submit a similar request for the Imperial Standard shortly.  However for the Queen's Head the Council have asked us to provide lots of detailed business planning information, when we are just a local community group, trying to give our pubs a bit of protection; it really doesn't seem appropriate, particularly when we see pubs elsewhere in Woking, being protected without needing to jump through all these different hoops.”
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