	Campaigners are shocked at Council's refusal to protect the Queen's Head
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The Aldershot Civic Society, Surrey Hampshire Borders (SHB) Branch of CAMRA and the Aldershot History Society are shocked at Rushmoor Borough Council's refusal to list the Queen's Head in North Lane as an Asset of Community Value.  There is now a real danger that the North Lane area of Aldershot will be left with the prospect of never having a pub again, as the owners have recently submitted a planning application for the pub to be demolished and housing to be built on the site.  Rushmoor Borough Council announced their decision last week saying there was no realistic prospect of the pub reopening.
They also appeared to prejudge the current planning application, saying that planning permission for housing is very likely to be granted for the redevelopment of the pub, when the period for objecting to the proposal doesn't end until 17th July, and councillors have yet to have an opportunity to consider the application.
Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer of Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA said  “I am really disappointed; we put a strong case forward about how the pub could be viable, but the Council refused to even look at it, because they say the owner won't be selling the Queen's Head as a pub. However there is still some hope as this will be the planning application will be the first test of the Council's new pub protection policy.  Keith Holland their Head of Planning has confirmed that it will apply in this instance and being the last pub in North Lane it clearly meets the locational part of the policy.  The owners will therefore need to clearly demonstrate that the pub is not viable and there is nothing to suggest that they have done this or seriously tried to market the pub as a going concern.”

Kevin also said,“ I was also amazed that the ACV decision referred that the planning application was likely to be approved, so I took some advise from CAMRAs professional planners and they confirmed that, in their professional opinion, it is inappropriate for the Council to pre-judge the outcome of a planning application which hasn't even been made yet.  We will of course be objecting to the application, despite the Council effectively saying "we won't take account of views and arguments submitted through the democratic process - we've already made up our mind." 
Justin Coll, Chairman of the Aldershot Civic Society added “When we launched our campaign earlier in the year I highlighted that the Queen’s Head, which has been closed for some time, was ripe for redevelopment and without some protection could be lost forever.  However, the Council still has an opportunity to do the right thing and reject the current planning application.”
Looking forward the campaigners are not going to stop trying to save Aldershot's valuable pub heritage and are now working with Lucie Spooner, landlady of the Imperial Standard in Western Road.  They intend to submit an ACV application for this pub too very shortly and are also holding a beer and take away evening at the pub next Monday 13th July from 8pm
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