	Campaigners are saddened to see the closure of the White Hart in west end
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The Aldershot Civic Society, Surrey Hampshire Borders (SHB) Branch of CAMRA and the Aldershot History Society were saddened to learn of the recent closure of another historic Aldershot hostelry, the White Hart.

The White Hart is known to have been trading by 1858, when developed it stood alone before the rest of West End grew up around it. In 1868 it was placed out of bounds to all soldiers though no explanation as to why was given. The answer may lie in the less than salubrious reputation of many Aldershot pubs back then. In December 1877 Noah Smith, described in court as a tramp, was staying there when arrested for stealing holly. It was reported this was a common event in the town and that a holly tree in the churchyard had suffered particularly badly.
The White Hart nearly closed in 1928 when licencing authorities refused it a licence, the decision was reversed on appeal. The White Hart survived another 87 years, closing on 9th August. The property has subsequently been boarded up.  The pub is owned by Admiral Taverns and the lease of the pub had been available for some time.  Recently there has been a succession of temporary landlords who have been running the pub, some with the intention of taking the lease on permanently.  However, none of these have reached fruition, although it is not known if this is down to concerns about the trading prospects of the pub, the cost of the lease being considered too high, or a combination of the two.
Following closure the freehold of the pub was put up for sale by Admiral Taverns, but this is no longer available.

Kevin Travers, Pubs Officer of Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA said  “Whilst the lease of the pub has been reasonably well marketed over the past year, there have been no firm offers.  The fact that the freehold was up for sale for such a short period of time suggests that a buyer may have already been identified and I fear it may be someone looking to convert the pub into another house of multiple occupation.  However, the lease still appears to be on offer on the Admiral Taverns, so it's all a bit unclear at the moment.  What is clear is that a valuable community pub has been lost at best temporarily, the second pub in the west end of Aldershot this year.”

Justin Coll, Chairman of the Aldershot Civic Society added “The Rushmoor Supplementary Planning Document that has recently been approved, means that all reasonable avenues need to be explored before a pub is lost.  The onus is on the owners to show that it is unviable on an independent freehold.  I strongly believe that an independent pub can be viable to an enterprising couple with low overheads, creating a welcoming community local in a part of Aldershot increasingly lacking such facilities.” 

The campaign will continue to work with Lucie Spooner at The Imperial Standard in an attempt to protect what is now the only pub remaining in West End. We encourage those living locally to visit Lucie and her welcoming community led pub. 
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