Pubs are a Great Community Asset that should be cherished.
It's great to hear that the Imperial Standard has been recognised as an Asset of Community Value by Rushmoor Borough Council, it a fantastic community pub and epitomises what a pub should be; friendly, welcoming, safe; somewhere you can relax with friends.  The Imperial is the second pub in Aldershot to be given Asset of Community Value status, the first one being the Garden Gate last year.  The Garden Gate continues to thrive and I would like to congratulate Bob and Yvonne, on recently agreeing a new lease, helping to secure the future of the pub.  Right at the eastern end of the News' area, the Forester in Bagshot has also been given Asset of Community Value status, the first pub in Surrey Heath to achieve this.  The pub is a welcoming local, with good beer, a thriving darts team and a skittle alley and well worth a visit.

All this good news and shows the massive role community pubs can have locally, but also highlights the need for them to be given a level playing field.  As I've said previously although a local pub can sustain a family with a reasonable income, they cannot match the money made by the sale to a supermarket or property developer.  It is therefore with sadness and a great deal of anger that I have read in the Aldershot News in recent weeks about the unauthorised conversion to residential use of the Beehive and also the proposed closure of two Co-op Stores in the town.
The situation at the Beehive underlines the importance of pubs being given Asset of Community Value status, as they help to ensure that any alterations must go through the full planning process and offer that little bit more protection.  Rushmoor Borough Council are quoted as saying the the conversions there are “bad, unsatisfactorily executed and partially unauthorised development"  In the last re-election campaign Cllr. Bruce Thomas and Manor Park Conservatives went on record as opposing “shabby developments….poor quality conversions of……pubs into sub-standard flats and bedsits. There is much more that needs to be done to ensure that what is built in our town enhances the local environment.” As a campaign, CAMRA strongly share this view and feel that the sub-standard conversions that feature on most of the main roads into Aldershot do precious little for the towns image to visitors.  Whereas an attractive well run pub, such as the impressive facade of the Red Lion on Ash Road, does the opposite and helps make the town somewhere people will want to visit.  I have offered to meet any of the local Councillors to see how we can support and assist them to achieve their aim.
The proposed closure of the two Co-op stores in the Aldershot really makes my blood boil.  Despite neither of them being former pubs, it shows that there is a proliferation of convenience stores in the area.  Why then have the supermarket companies been so keen to buy up viable pubs ans convert them into shops?  In July 2013 the Heron Hotel, on Lower Farnham Road was converted to a Co-op and last year it was the Heroes of Lucknow on North Lane.  It's not just Co-op either, as Sainsbury bought and demolished the Prince of Wales on Ash Road, a wonderful Victorian building once sitting proudly on the main road into Aldershot.  These cases show the need for planning laws to change so planning permission is needed to convert pubs to supermarket.  There are clearly already sufficient supermarkets in the area and if the pubs had been protected and given the opportunity to continue they may still be successful businesses welcoming and serving us today.  Instead two Aldershot communities now have no pub and the town has several more empty shops.
This is why the Get 'em In Campaign is such a great initiative as it allows us to support our local pubs and make a difference.  CAMRA, together with the Aldershot Civic Society and Aldershot History Society is doing our bit, by organising a tour around some of the community pubs in the town on Sunday 15th November.  We will be starting out at 12 Noon at the Royal Staff, a friendly drinkers pub up the hill on Mount Pleasant, before heading west to our two Assets of Community Value, the Imperial Standard at 1.30pm and the Garden Gate at 3pm.  Everyone is welcome to come and join us for a pint and a chat about the importance of all the pubs in the town.
Cheers!!
