Surrey Hants Borders Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, were delighted when the |News & Mail launched their #getemin campaign, to promote pubs in Aldershot.  So we decided we wanted to support the campaign and what better way to do it, than visit some of the best community pubs in the town.

So about 8-9 of us all gathered at the Royal Staff, at 12 Noon on a bright Sunday lunchtime.  The pub opened a few minutes late, but nobody minded as landlady Nicola Gibson-Smith had to rush back from a match the pub football team had been playing; the team is a new initiative at the pub and one of a number of things, such as live music, Nicola has introduced to encourage the local community to support the Royal Staff.  Although the pub was quiet initially, by the time we headed off it was bustling with football team members and supporters, enjoying an afternoon drink.

The CAMRA band all headed across town to the Imperial Standard, where our numbers swelled considerably.  The Imperial Standard had been included on the pub crawl as Rushmoor Council had recently granted to pub Asset of Community Value status, meaning it will receive more protection, should someone wish to convert it to housing or a shop.  However, at the moment this seems unlikely as landlady, Lucie Spooner is committed to the Imperial Standard remaining part of the local community.  Again the pub was bustling with locals and there are a strong community atmosphere as we enjoyed our well kept Ringwood beers.  Here is another pub that reaches out to people living nearby with regular live music and fun events; you can even bring your own takeway!  This is a fantastic community pub and epitomises what a pub should be; friendly, welcoming, safe; somewhere you can relax with friends.
The final pub on our tour, was Aldershot's longest standing Asset of Community Value, the Garden Gate.  Little over a year ago, the future of this pub was in severe doubt.  Long standing landlady, Cally Brown was leaving and the owners Greene King Brewery showed little commitment to the pub and eventually sold it off to another company, Hawthorn Leisure.  The community, concerned they could loose their local, rallied around and established the Friends of the Garden Gate, with a view to buying the pub if it looked like it may close.  12 months is a long time, so when our group, now numbering over 20 arrived, we found a pub full of life, with 4 excellent real ales to choose from and a friendly buzz.  We settled down there for the rest of the afternoon, with some of our number staying well into the evening.  There was also excellent news, from Bob and Yvonne, that they had recently agreed a new lease, helping to secure the future of the pub.
We only visited 3 pubs, but found them all pleasantly busy and hope our custom helped then on an autumn Sunday afternoon.  We all agreed it was a venture well worth doing and that it would definitely be repeated in the New Year.
