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Merry Harriers, Hambledon wins CAMRA Pub of the Season award



Surrey Hampshire Borders Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale,  is pleased to announce that the Merry Harriers at Hambledon has been chosen as the Branch's Winter Pub of the Season. Congratulations.

The Merry Harriers was chosen as it is a quintessentially English country pub that is at the hub of the local community, and of course serves excellent local beers, having been in CAMRAs Good Beer Guide for 10 of the past 11 years; only missing once due to a change of ownership.

We believe it is particularly worthy of the award now, because its future is in a bit of doubt.  However,the owners are trying to leave the pub as an asset for the community long into the future; exactly the sort of endeavour CAMRA wishes to acknowledge.

Julie and Colin Stoneley bought the Merry Harriers in 2008 from the Beasley family who had run the pub for 40 years. At the time it was an alehouse, with little focus on food; a charming pub but not really viable and under threat of closure.  

Tony Lea, the Branch LocAle officer who organised the competition says, “The Stoneley’s have been instrumental with putting the pub back at the heart of the community, with a busy programme of village-orientated events and it is rightly an important part of the life of Hambledon.  This has been done in a sympathetic manner, retaining the essence of the pub whilst at the same time making it commercially viable. They run lots of local events and have the unique attraction of llama trekking, which brings a diverse range of people to the village, who invariably visit the pub too.

“However, they have now decided it is time to retire and have been trying to sell the pub for a number of months, they only wish to sell it as a going concern and are not interested in selling for development; instead wanting to leave a legacy for the village. 

“CAMRA is keen to support this and hope the local community, has sufficient enthusiasm and resource and perhaps run the pub as some form of community partnership. We understand that if there is sufficient interest, the Stoneley's would be willing to cede the freehold to the community; creating a lasting legacy and securing the future of the pub in the long term.”

With the future of the pub slightly uncertain, now is the time for everyone to support it and CAMRA hopes that this Pub of the Season award, will be a small recognition from us for this excellent community pub.

A presentation of a certificate to mark this award will be made during the evening of Tuesday  8th March from 8pm and everyone is welcome to attend.
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