Surrey Hants Borders CAMRA is disappointed at the loss of the Castle Grove, Chobham, which in the right hands we feel could have had a future  At a time when 27 pubs are closing each week, it is important to try to protect these where we can.

In the case of the Castle Grove, we tried to work with the local community to see if there was a way to save the pub, possibly by listing it as an Asset of Community Value, but unfortunately we were unable to bring the local community together quickly enough to achieve this.

One of the real problems is that Surrey Heath Borough Council has no effective pub protection policy in place.

When the planning application for conversion of the Castle Grove to housing was submitted last year CAMRA seriously considered putting in an objection on the grounds of loss of amenity as we did not feel that any reasonable attempt to maintain the business had been carried out and that a potentially valuable facility in this area is going to be lost.  However, without an effective local policy in place we felt this was very unlikely to succeed and a better approach would be to seek to work proactively with the Council to  develop a suitable pub protection policy for the area.
One of our local members, Doug Fish, therefore wrote to the Council offering to work with them to develop such a policy for the protection of public houses in Surrey Heath that would require developers to set out how they should justify any proposals for change of use, conversion or redevelopment of pub sites.  In particular this could include criteria for the assessment of applications for development proposals affecting the loss of current or former public houses.  We fully accept that in some instances a public house may well not be sustainable, but do feel that such a decision should be made following a sound assessment of need.
However to date we have been unable to get the Council to engage proactively with us on this, though will continue to try to work with them
