Goldworth Arms Demolition
21st June 2017
The Goldsworth Arms closed in 2011 and was demolished in 2015, so clearly sadly hasn't been a pub for some time. The planning application is therefore in effect for development on a vacant site, so is not something CAMRA plans to comment directly on.
However, with all the regeneration taking place in Woking, if the Goldsworth Arms were there today it would have had a real opportunity to be part of the new growing community in this part of Woking.
When it was demolished in 2015, the law allowed this to take place without any planning permission or consideration whether the pub had a future. However today things would have been different. Following a successful campaign by CAMRA and other pub protection groups, the Government included a clause in the Neighbourhood Planning Act which became law last month, meaning that pubs can no longer be demolished or converted to a wide range of retail uses without any planning application.
So although its too late for the Goldsworth Arms, today local communities are able to have a say about their locals' futures, and it will make it less attractive for pubs to be seen as a ‘soft target' for developers.
