Issued 29th June 2023 for immediate use.

Surrey Hampshire Borders Branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, is today presenting an award to Bob & Yvonne Swann, landlord and landlady of the Garden Gate, Aldershot in recognition of the strong support the pub gives to the local community.

The Special Awards which CAMRA present recognise when a pub makes an outstanding contribution to the communities which they serve. This award recognises the purchase of a community defibrillator along with the training offered to locals in its use.

The Garden Gate is small, friendly, and welcoming local community pub just south-west of Aldershot town centre and is a real focal point for the local community, with a small single bar serving two distinct drinking areas.

It hosts a range of local events including a quiz on Thursday night, for which participants are charge £1 to enter. This money is put into a Charity Quiz Fund and used to provide tangible gifts to the local community. These are made without credit and in the past have include a ‘chemo bell’ for a local hospital and an installation at the local childrens’ cemetery.

The latest contribution follows an incident involving one of the locals, with the money raised used to fund the purchase a defibrillator and public access cabinet. In the last six months this has been ‘allocated’ over 12 times. Though thankfully not used to date, it has demonstrated the need should the emergency services or first responders not arrive in time.

It was hoped that these efforts and initiative would lead to other local venues following with the installation of their own defibrillator and it is fantastic to see that this has come to fruition. There are now five public access machines in the local area to our knowledge and at least two more are pending.

However, it has not just been about providing the machines as the Garden Gate has also been fighting the great misconception about the use of these machines. It has set out its own very successful campaign to train locals in how to perform CPR, an essential element in their effective use. Courses have been run at the pub and to date 85 people have attended, giving one hour of their time to potentially save a life. This is without charge and fully sponsored by the £1.00 per person donation at the Thursday night quiz.

Mick Bell Chairman of Surrey/Hants Borders CAMRA said, “I’ delighted to present Bob and Yvonne with this Special Award in recognition of the work he does in the community. As well as supporting quality beer CAMRA fully recognises the value of pubs in their local community and how much they can offer support to the people living there. The initiative at the Garden Gate is a fantastic example of how pubs can make a practical difference and potential save lives, though simple and valuable projects such as this one.”

Notes to Editors - Surrey Hants Borders is a branch of CAMRA covering an area encompassing Aldershot, Fleet, Farnborough, Camberley, Woking, Haslemere, Guildford, Farnham, and Godalming.
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